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Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 
2026 Request for Proposal 

General Information 
Proposal ID: 2026-052 

Proposal Title: PFAS Contaminated Land Cleanup Training/Brownfield Practitioner Expansion 

 

Project Manager Information 
Name: Elizabeth Kluesner 

Organization: Minnesota Brownfields 

Office Telephone: (952) 928-4658 

Email: ekluesner@mnbrownfields.org 

 

Project Basic Information 
Project Summary: Support 4 years of educational programming for emerging developers, environmental practitioners, 
government, the private sector to increase the number of effective PFAS/PFOA cleanups and expand Minnesota's 
brownfield developer population. 

ENRTF Funds Requested: $57,000 

Proposed Project Completion: June 30, 2030 

LCCMR Funding Category: Small Projects (G) 
 Secondary Category: Land (F) 

 

Project Location 
What is the best scale for describing where your work will take place?   
 Statewide 

What is the best scale to describe the area impacted by your work?   
 Statewide 

When will the work impact occur?   
 In the Future 
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Narrative 
Describe the opportunity or problem your proposal seeks to address. Include any relevant background information. 

Emerging contaminants and the uncertainty associated with how to manage the PFAS family of chemicals has been 
identified by our membership as an impediment to cleaning up contaminated sites. We are uniquely positioned to find 
solutions to this problem. We are also positioned to train new developers. 
 
Brownfield sites often pose a risk of direct exposure to contamination to the residents living near them. Cleaning up 
these sites eliminates the risk exposure to citizens from soil, water and vapor contamination, improving human health 
and the environment. A four-year curriculum that expands the pool of trained developers and encourages private/public 
sector collaboration to cleanup PFAS/PFOAS will increase the quantity and quality of brownfield cleanups in Minnesota. 
 
The Minnesota Department of Health estimates that there are over 10,000 brownfield sites in Minnesota, impacting soil, 
ground and surface waters. Brownfields are located in both rural and urban areas of Minnesota. When brownfields are 
successfully redeveloped, neighborhoods become more connected, the health risks associated with air and water 
pollution decrease, and there are increased transportation options for non-drivers. Increasing the number of brownfield 
cleanups reduces the pressure for urban sprawl, preserving green-space corridors for wildlife habitat, biodiversity and 
climate resiliency. 

What is your proposed solution to the problem or opportunity discussed above? Introduce us to the work you are 
seeking funding to do. You will be asked to expand on this proposed solution in Activities & Milestones. 

Minnesota Brownfields is the only nonprofit brownfield organization located in the Great Lakes Region, serving to bring 
together Minnesota’s public and private sectors to collaborate on cleaning up contaminated sites. Minnesota 
Brownfields accomplishes our mission through partnership and education. Minnesota Brownfields has identified two 
areas of emphasis intended to advance and increase the quality and quantity of environmental cleanups in the state.  
 
The first is exploring remediation, disposal and regulatory best practices for emerging contaminants in the PFAS/PFOAS 
family of chemicals. The second is providing education and training for emerging and diverse developers who want to 
clean up and redevelop contaminated sites in Minnesota neighborhoods. Both would be on-going programs. The 
programming will increase the number of effective brownfield cleanups throughout the state of Minnesota, by sharing 
knowledge and best practices, and enhancing natural resources through collaboration. Evaluation of outcomes will be 
measured with our government partners. 
 
We anticipate 75-100 program attendees per session, with an audience of environmental practitioners, developers, local 
government, non-profit organizations, environmental attorneys, and regulatory agencies. 
 
Minnesota Brownfields also administers two site assessment grant programs on behalf of Hennepin and Ramsey 
Counties, providing us with a direct network to emerging developers, government, and nonprofit organizations. 

What are the specific project outcomes as they relate to the public purpose of protection, conservation, preservation, 
and enhancement of the state’s natural resources?  

Position Minnesota as the leader on PFAS contaminant cleanup solutions, increasing PFAS cleanup activity, leading to 
higher quality cleanups. Share best practices and new remediation strategies while collaborating with environmental 
regulatory agencies on health standards for these emerging contaminants. Identify barriers to cleaning up PFAS and seek 
solutions to promote effective cleanup. 
 
Grow the number developers who clean up contaminated sites, enhancing neighborhood environmental quality. 
Increase the number/quality of environmental cleanups, enhancing land and water resources. 
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Provide 2 trainings/year and an on-going clearinghouse of information to emerging and diverse developers and best 
practices/emerging technology for PFAS remediation. 
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Activities and Milestones 

Activity 1: 4 Year Annual Event Curriculum Development/Evaluation- 2 Events per year. 
Activity Budget: $27,300 

Activity Description:  
Build a 4 Year Event Curriculum to produce two events per year throughout the 4-year timeframe of the proposal.   
Create  planning committees and develop an agenda for two events per year.  Identify and invite speakers and 
determine if there will be any speaker fees.  Produce educational materials for all events.  Work with partner 
organizations to provide links and references to program materials on our website.  Schedule speaker and panel 
preparation calls.  Preview and prepare event presentations and materials for all events.  Travel to host and execute two 
events per year.  Answer questions from attendees.    Maintain relationships with event attendees and encourage grant 
program participation where eligible as a follow up action item to each workshop.  Connect program participants to 
Minnesota Brownfield members who can assist with projects.     Examples include:  Hennepin and Ramsey Counties; the 
Metropolitan Council; the MPCA; and DEED.   Maintain relationships to encourage participants to follow through on 
pursuing brownfield cleanups.  Evaluate attendee participation in cleanup projects through project lists kept by MPCA, 
DEED, the Metropolitan Council, Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. 

Activity Milestones:  

Description Approximate 
Completion Date 

Establish Two Planning Committees Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Invite and Confirm Speakers Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Create Final Event Agendas/Post on Website/Market to Potential Attendees Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Travel to host Events, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Develop Website Content, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Evaluate Attendee Cleanup Project Participation, Recurring Years 2-4 June 30, 2030 

 

Activity 2: 4 Year Annual Educational Materials Development 
Activity Budget: $12,300 

Activity Description:  
Create website content on the Minnesota Brownfields website that is available to the public to share information from 8 
events.  Provide links to other relevant programs, units of government and agencies.  Create unique content on 
emerging contaminants and for emerging/diverse developers.  This content will serve as a clearinghouse of information 
on both topics and can be used by Minnesota communities and citizens to access information and updated content for 
each topic.  Content will be updated each year in concert with the workshops. Print materials for two educational 
forums - two sets of materials for approximately 75-100 participants per event over 4 years, 8 events total.  Printing 
would include nametags, agendas and educational materials. 

Activity Milestones:  

Description Approximate 
Completion Date 

Outreach to Share Information with Interested Stakeholders, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2027 
Gather Material to be included on webpage and Update After Each Year's Program June 30, 2030 
Technical Work/Web Tab Creation Each Year, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Print Materials for Educational Forums Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
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Activity 3: 4 Year Annual Event Logistics 
Activity Budget: $17,400 

Activity Description:  
Identify venue for events.  Identify food and beverage options at venue sites.  Set up website registration for events.  
Secure audio visual and computer needs events.   Create an event slide deck including all speaker and informational 
slides for events.  Distribute educational materials at events.  Check in attendees day of the event.  Day of event set up.  
Send participants a post-event survey.  Pay venue and food/beverage vendors. 

Activity Milestones:  

Description Approximate 
Completion Date 

Book Meeting Spaces/food/beverage, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Promotion of Events: Social Media Outreach; email outreach, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
Day of Events: check in attendees; create master slide deck; set up venue, Recurring Years1-4 June 30, 2030 
Develop two event surveys and send to participants, Recurring Years 1-4 June 30, 2030 
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Project Partners and Collaborators 
Name Organization Role Receiving 

Funds 
Charlie Vander 
Aarde 

Minnesota 
Brownfields 

Board of Directors President No 

 

Long-Term Implementation and Funding 
Describe how the results will be implemented and how any ongoing effort will be funded. If not already addressed as 
part of the project, how will findings, results, and products developed be implemented after project completion? If 
additional work is needed, how will this work be funded?  
Minnesota Brownfields will implement the results of our programs through our on-going membership education, 
through the administration of our site assessment grant programs with Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, and through 
recognition at our Annual ReScape Awards, recognizing excellence in contaminated site cleanup. 
 
Findings and results from the educational forums will be available to the public on the Minnesota Brownfields web page 
and will also be an on-going part of our educational curriculum. We will also share this information with our grant 
program participants. We evaluate the results through our work with state/local government to assess additional 
cleanups being done. 

Project Manager and Organization Qualifications 
Project Manager Name: Elizabeth Kluesner 

Job Title: Executive Director 

Provide description of the project manager’s qualifications to manage the proposed project.  
The Executive Director is a government relations professional with more than twenty years of experience in the public 
sector, working at every level of government, administering federal, state and local grant programs and overseeing 
budgets.  At Minnesota Brownfields she is responsible for administration of the Minnesota Brownfields organization, 
including supervision of the professional management company; contract employees; budget development; and 
oversight of grant administration for Hennepin County and Ramsey County brownfield site assessment grants, totaling 
$550,000 annually. 

Organization: Minnesota Brownfields 

Organization Description:  
Minnesota Brownfields, established in 2006, is a non-profit organization. Through educational forums, trainings and by 
promoting communication between community groups, property owners, government agencies, consultants and policy 
makers, Minnesota Brownfields promotes the cleanup of contaminated sites to strengthen communities, promote 
equitable brownfield cleanup and enable sustainable land use and water quality improvement. 
 
Minnesota Brownfields is the grant administrator for the Brownfield Gap Financing Program within Hennepin County 
and the Site Assessment Grant program within Ramsey County. Through our partnership with Hennepin and Ramsey 
Counties, both grant programs have included a focus on emerging and diverse developers, providing access to 
environmental regulatory and governmental resources to help landowners clean up contaminated sites. Other eligible 
grant recipients in both grant programs are local governments and non-profit organizations. Minnesota Brownfields has 
been a responsible fiduciary partner with the counties, creating grant tracking tools and managing $550,000 annually in 
grant funds. The Executive Director oversees technical staff and financial staff for each program. 
 
Emerging contaminants and the uncertainty associated with how to manage the PFAS family of chemicals has been 
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identified by our membership as an impediment to cleaning up contaminated sites.   We are uniquely positioned to find 
solutions to this problem. 
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Budget Summary 
Category / 
Name 

Subcategory 
or Type 

Description Purpose Gen. 
Ineli 
gible 

% 
Bene 
fits 

# 
FTE 

Class 
ified 
Staff? 

$ Amount 

Personnel         
Executive 
Director 

 Project Development and Implementation   0% 1  $26,000 

Minnesota 
Brownfields 
Support Staff 

 Materials design, event promotion - social media and 
press, website design and maintenance, event 
logistics, financial support - banking, invoicing, taxes 

  0% 0.6  $23,400 

       Sub 
Total 

$49,400 

Contracts 
and Services 

        

TBD Service 
Contract 

Expert Speaker at Environmental Education Event    0.2  $1,000 

       Sub 
Total 

$1,000 

Equipment, 
Tools, and 
Supplies 

        

 Equipment Website Software - IMIS On-line event registration system     $1,000 
       Sub 

Total 
$1,000 

Capital 
Expenditures 

        

       Sub 
Total 

- 

Acquisitions 
and 
Stewardship 

        

       Sub 
Total 

- 

Travel In 
Minnesota 

        

 Miles/ Meals/ 
Lodging 

      $1,000 

       Sub 
Total 

$1,000 
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Travel 
Outside 
Minnesota 

        

       Sub 
Total 

- 

Printing and 
Publication 

        

 Printing Event Handouts (200), table tent QR codes (40), 
nametags (200) 

Event materials     $600 

       Sub 
Total 

$600 

Other 
Expenses 

        

  Venue Rental Location for the training sessions.   5 
Hour Rental of Venue Space, for each 
of two events. 

    $3,000 

  Food/Beverage Snack Service at Two Training Sessions     $1,000 
       Sub 

Total 
$4,000 

       Grand 
Total 

$57,000 
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Classified Staff or Generally Ineligible Expenses 
Category/Name Subcategory or 

Type 
Description Justification Ineligible Expense or Classified Staff Request 
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Non ENRTF Funds 
Category Specific Source Use Status Amount 
State     
   State Sub 

Total 
- 

Non-State     
In-Kind Volunteer Time Event Speakers/Planning Committee Participation Potential $5,000 
   Non State 

Sub Total 
$5,000 

   Funds 
Total 

$5,000 

 

Total Project Cost: $62,000 

This amount accurately reflects total project cost? 
 Yes 
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Attachments 

Required Attachments 
Visual Component 
File: f42b19e6-fac.docx 

Alternate Text for Visual Component 
Sample Agenda from Minnesota Brownfields September 18, 2024 MPCA Guidance Workshop.  124 attendees.  The 
program location was the Wilder Center, Saint Paul.  This is an example of the type of programming Minnesota 
Brownfields does with cooperation from a wide variety of partners and speakers.... 

Financial Capacity 
Title File 
2023 990 ed6f0b7c-29e.pdf 

Board Resolution or Letter 
Title File 
Minnesota Brownfields Board of Directors Resolution of 
Support 

aba39478-9a0.pdf 

Supplemental Attachments 
Capital Project Questionnaire, Budget Supplements, Support Letter, Photos, Media, Other 

Title File 
Ramsey County Support Letter 6541e041-b4b.pdf 
Hennepin County Support Letter 86bafbd6-3ac.pdf 
MPCA Letter of Support 0a09f552-b46.pdf 

 

 

Administrative Use 
Does your project include restoration or acquisition of land rights?  
 No 

Do you understand that travel expenses are only approved if they follow the "Commissioner's Plan" promulgated by 
the Commissioner of Management of Budget or, for University of Minnesota projects, the University of Minnesota 
plan? 
 Yes, I understand the Commissioner's Plan applies. 

Does your project have potential for royalties, copyrights, patents, sale of products and assets, or revenue 
generation?  
 No 

Do you understand and acknowledge IP and revenue-return and sharing requirements in 116P.10?  
 N/A 

Do you wish to request reinvestment of any revenues into your project instead of returning revenue to the ENRTF?  
 N/A 

Does your project include original, hypothesis-driven research?  
 No 

https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/map/f42b19e6-fac.docx
https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/attachments/ed6f0b7c-29e.pdf
https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/attachments/aba39478-9a0.pdf
https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/attachments/6541e041-b4b.pdf
https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/attachments/86bafbd6-3ac.pdf
https://lccmrprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/attachments/0a09f552-b46.pdf
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Does the organization have a fiscal agent for this project?  
 No 

Does your project include the pre-design, design, construction, or renovation of a building, trail, campground, or other 
fixed capital asset costing $10,000 or more or large-scale stream or wetland restoration? 
 No 

Do you propose using an appropriation from the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to conduct a project 
that provides children's services (as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 299C.61 Subd.7 as "the provision of care, 
treatment, education, training, instruction, or recreation to children")? 
 No 

Provide the name(s) and organization(s) of additional individuals assisting in the completion of this proposal: 

 Charlie Vander Aarde, Tunheim, Minnesota Brownfields Board President; Kristin Lukes, DEED, Minnesota 
Brownfields Board Vice-Chair; Sarah Illi - Saint Paul Port Authority, Minnesota Brownfields Board Member; Derek 
Schilling, Braun Intertec, Minnesota Brownfields Board Member; Megan Dobberstein, The Harrington Company, 
Minnesota Brownfields Accountant Executive. 

Do you understand that a named service contract does not constitute a funder-designated subrecipient or approval of 
a sole-source contract? In other words, a service contract entity is only approved if it has been selected according to 
the contracting rules identified in state law and policy for organizations that receive ENRTF funds through direct 
appropriations, or in the DNR’s reimbursement manual for non-state organizations. These rules may include 
competitive bidding and prevailing wage requirements 
 Yes, I understand 
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