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Scott Hillard; Ph.D
Research Scientist 3 (Forest Biometrics and Modeling)
MN DNR Forestry; Resource Assessment

[bookmark: _GoBack]Scott Hillard has a Ph.D in Forest Science and a Masters in Geographic Information Sciences from Michigan Technological University. As well, he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Malawi from 2009-2012, working with their Department of Forestry, Parks and Wildlife. Dr. Hillard has worked with the Division of Forestry for three years, and has already participated in high profile projects such as the DNRs Sustainable Timber Harvest Analysis project, work that was awarded a project award by the Commissioner’s office. Dr. Hillard played a critical role in developing and implementing the methodology for the ENRTF funded Development of Innovative Cost‐Saving Methodology for Forest Inventory. Dr. Hillard’s expertise and role in implementing ENRTF funded projects in the past, makes him uniquely positioned to manage this project. The current proposed project is highly technical, requiring expert knowledge in statistics, remote sensing, and design based sampling methods, knowledge that Dr. Hillard is specialized in. 

MN DNR
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources works to integrate and sustain the interdependent values of a healthy environment, a sustainable economy, and livable communities. DNR’s integrated resource management strategy shares stewardship responsibility with citizens and partners to manage for multiple interests. DNR protects the state’s natural heritage by conserving the diversity of natural lands, waters, and fish and wildlife that provide the foundation for Minnesota’s recreational and natural resource-based economy (M.S. 84, M.S. 97A). DNR manages natural lands such as forests, wetlands, and native prairies; maintains healthy populations of fish and wildlife; and protects rare plant and animal communities throughout the state. DNR manages the state’s water resources, sustaining healthy waterways and ground water resources. DNR provides access to enrich public outdoor recreational opportunities, such as hunting, fishing, wildlife-watching, camping, skiing, hiking, biking, motorized recreation, and conservation education through a state outdoor recreation system that includes parks, trails, wildlife management areas, scientific and natural areas, water trails, and other facilities (M.S. 86A). DNR supports natural resource-based economies, managing state forest lands for multiple forest values (M.S. 89), ensuring the maximum long-term economic return from school trust lands (M.S. 127A), and providing other economic opportunities in a manner consistent with sound natural resource conservation and management principles. The mission of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is to work with citizens to conserve and manage the state's natural resources, to provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and to provide for commercial uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life.

