Developing a Rare Plant Salvage Program for Minnesota
Qualifications and Organization Descriptions

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anoka Conservation District (ACD) is a non-regulatory county level subdivision of state government. ACD’s mission is to conserve and enhance the natural resources of Anoka County and is an active member of the Anoka Sand Plain Partnership whose goals include resource conservation in the Anoka Sand Plain Ecological Region.

Carrie Taylor, Restoration Ecologist, will serve as project coordinator, facilitate development of monitoring protocols, and lead management of transplanted rare plant species at recipient sites. She has 13 years of natural resources experience, including botanical surveys, ecological restoration, propagating native plants, and project management. Carrie has a MS in Land Rehabilitation and a BS in Geological Sciences.
Aaron Diehl, Conservation Specialist, will serve as a project assistant for identifying, relocating, and monitoring rare plant populations. Aaron has 15 years of natural resources experience, including rare species surveys, and native landscape restorations. He has an MS in Environmental Science, an MBA, and a BS in Environmental Biology. 

Critical Connections Ecological Services, Inc. (CCES) is a Minnesota based natural resource and ecological consulting firm dedicated to project work associated with rare plant species within the Anoka Sand Plain (ASP). CCES has surveyed tens of 1,000's of acres within the ASP and understands the complex habitats associated with rare plant species of the ASP as well as challenges and issues affecting their viability. The experience, expertise, and efficiency of work provided by CCES is essential for project success.

Jason Husveth, President & Principal Ecologist, will serve as lead plant ecologist and botanist, and be responsible for identifying rare plant features for salvage as well as for identifying and inventorying recipient sites. Jason is a MN DNR approved rare plant surveyor and has more than 20 years of specialized experience working with rare plant features and habitats of the ASP. He holds a MS in Landscape Architecture and a BS in Environmental Planning and Design.

University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is a center for horticulture and plant research, the Arboretum is a proud partner with the Center for Plant Conservation (CPC) to create a long-term genetically diverse seed bank of rare plant species as well as developing an understanding of how best to propagate and out-plant each species. 

David Remucal, Curator of Endangered Plants, will serve as the project lead for transplanting and seed banking rare plant populations. He has 20 years of botanical experience, including 5 years running the MLA’s Plant Conservation Program. The Plant Conservation Program has partnered with both MN and WI DNRs on rare plant salvage projects since 2015. He holds a PhD in Ecology and a BA in Biology.
Amanda Weise, Plant Conservation Associate, will lead the development of prioritization protocols, draft conservation and salvage plans for target species, and oversee salvage implementation. Amanda Weise has over 11 years of experience in rare plant conservation, and has designed and implemented rare plant salvage efforts throughout Massachusetts.  She also serves as an advisor and botanist with the New England Plant Conservation Program – a network of professional botanist dedicated to rare plant conservation.  Amanda holds a MS in Environmental Conservation and a BA in Biology. 

MN Department of Natural Resources Minnesota Biological Survey systematically collects, interprets, and delivers baseline data on the distribution and ecology of native animals, plants, and plant communities to guide management, conservation, and monitoring of critical habitat and ecological functions.

Hannah Texler, MN Biological Survey Plant Survey Supervisor, will serve as an advisor to the project and is part of the MN DNR Propagation of Endangered and Threatened Plants permit team. Hannah Texler has extensive experience in native plant community and plant species field survey and mapping, land management, and conservation planning.

Anoka Sand Plain Partnership is a coalition of 25 conservation stakeholders, led by Great River Greening, with a mission to bring together their collective expertise, resources and connections to advance terrestrial and freshwater resource conservation in the Anoka Sand Plain Ecological Region.
