Project title: Tactical Invasive Plant Management Plan Development and Implementation
Qualifications
Project Manager:  Monika Chandler, M.S., Biological Control and Terrestrial Invasive Plant Early Detection Programs Coordinator, Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Monika has worked with invasive plants for 19 years. She is currently the project manager for the LCCMR projects titled Elimination of Target Invasive Plant Species – Phase 2, Tactical Invasive Plant Management Plan Development and Palmer Amaranth Detection and Eradication.

Her responsibilities as a terrestrial invasive plant early detection program coordinator are to:

· Facilitate identification/species determination

· Aid infestation delineation, quantification, and mapping

· Compile suggested practices from literature, weed scientists and land managers for management recommendations

· Coordinate management efforts with public and private partners

· Communicate about species of concern with land managers in Minnesota and neighboring states.

· Write risk assessments for and present species of concern to the Noxious Weed Advisory Committee for evaluation.  This committee makes formal recommendations to the Commissioner of Agriculture about listing and categorizing species as regulated noxious weeds.
Organization Description

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s Plant Protection Division will lead the target species survey, infestation delineation and mapping, and coordinate the control effort with Conservation Corps Minnesota. The Minnesota Department of Agriculture is authorized to eradicate and prevent the spread of harmful or dangerous plants pests in Minnesota by MN Statute 18G.03 subd. 1(e) (2008).
