Project Manager Qualifications and Organization Description
Timothy M. LaPara

Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental, and Geo- Engineering, University of Minnesota
B.S.C.E., Civil Engineering, 1995, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN

Ph.D., Civil Engineering, 1999, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN

Dr. Timothy LaPara will be responsible for overall management of the proposed project.  Dr. LaPara’s research is focused on the role of municipal and industrial wastewater treatment plants in preserving environmental quality and in protecting public health. His research has a strong interdisciplinary nature, stemming from his unique background in both environmental engineering and microbiology.
Sebastian F. Behrens
Associate Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental, and Geo- Engineering, University of Minnesota
B.S., Biology 1997, University of Bremen, Germany 

Diploma, 2000, Microbiology, University of Bremen, Germany
Ph.D., Microbial Ecology, 2003, Max Planck Institute for Marine Microbiology, Germany
Dr. Behrens’ research focuses on linking environmental processes to the spatial-temporal distribution and metabolic activity of key functional groups of microorganisms. He follows an interdisciplinary approach that combines the disciplines biogeochemistry, microbiology, and molecular biology to understand the basic microbial ecology principles driving the biogeochemical cycling of metals and metalloids, the biodegradation of organic contaminants, and the emission of greenhouse gases from the molecular to the ecosystem scale. The gained knowledge on microbial transformation processes in natural and engineered ecosystems is then implemented in order to optimize microbial remediation approaches, resource recovery, and the biological treatment of water (drinking water, surface water, groundwater, or waste water), thereby spanning the gap between basic and applied research aspects of bioremediation.

Organization Description
The University of Minnesota is one of the largest, most comprehensive, and most prestigious public universities in the United States (http://www1.umn.edu/twincities/about/index.html). The laboratories and offices of the PIs contain the necessary fixed and moveable equipment and facilities needed for the proposed studies.
