
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
2014 Request for Proposals (RFP)

Project Title:

Total Project Budget: $

Proposed Project Time Period for the Funding Requested:

Name:

Sponsoring Organization:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Email

Web Address

County Name:

City / Township:

Region:

Summary:

Location

Minnesota River Basin Water Quality Success Stories

135,871

2 Years, July 2014 - June 2016

Lessons learned from eight successful subwatershed-scale conservation efforts will be summarized and 
disseminated to help inform and influence future watershed protection efforts. Products include videos, website, 
booklet and outreach.

Kimberly 

Minnesota State University, Mankato - Water Resources Center

135 Trafton Science Ctr S

Mankato MN 56001

(507) 389-5492

kimberly.musser@mnsu.edu

mrbdc.mnsu.edu

Southwest

Statewide

Musser

_____ Funding Priorities   _____ Multiple Benefits   _____ Outcomes   _____ Knowledge Base  

_____ Extent of Impact   _____ Innovation   _____ Scientific/Tech Basis   _____ Urgency    
 
_____ Capacity  Readiness   _____ Leverage   _____ Employment   _______ TOTAL     ______%

C. Environmental Education

ENRTF ID: 084-C

Category:
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Project Title: Minnesota River Basin Water Quality Success Stories

BUDGET ITEM 

Personnel Staff - Kimberly Musser- 47% employment/yr (salary 100% soft money)- 
2 yr period.  project manager, research, conduct interviews, develop graphics, 
website, education materials, and outreach.   20% benefits      
Staff- Richard Moore 23% employment/yr (salary 100% soft money) - 2 yr period.  
GIS Specialist: research, conduct interviews, GIS, graphics and multimedia.   50% 
benefits.   
Students -  2 - 16% employment/yr (salary 100% soft money)- 2 yr period.  
Research, graphics, and video production.     8% benefits (FICA paid during 
summer)
Anne Queenan - Queenan Production 33,000
Patrick Moore - Riverartisan 16,000
Travel: Travel for interviews and meetings- 20 interviews with watershed 
specialists and citizens  and advisory team
Additional Budget Items:
Printing 1,500.00$               
Wireless Microphone $                 799.00 
External Hard drive $                 250.00 

TOTAL ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND $ REQUEST =

SOURCE OF FUNDS AMOUNT Status
Other Non-State $ Being Applied to Project During Project Period: -$                           
Other State $ Being Applied to Project During Project Period: -$                           
In-kind Services During Project Period: WRC Staff Time ($14,000); MSU-M 
Business Office ($8,400); Computers and Printing ($1,500); Advisory Group 
($22,000 - 22 people at $500 per day, 2 meetings) $            45,900.00 

Pending

Remaining $ from Current ENRTF Appropriation (if applicable): N/A -$                           
Funding History: N/A -$                           

25,843$                                     

V. OTHER FUNDS

37,447$                                     

135,871$                                   

18,060$                                     

2014 Detailed Project Budget

IV. TOTAL ENRTF REQUEST BUDGET ‐ 2014‐2016
AMOUNT

2,722$                                       

2,799$                                       

C:\Users\dgriffit\Documents\___2014 proposals\NEW PDFs MB review\musser_kimberly-3budget_0613-2-232.xls07/25/2013 Page 4 of 6
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PROJECT TITLE: Minnesota River Basin Water Quality Success Stories 
 
Project Manager Qualifications and Organization Description 
 
Kimberly Musser, Project Manager 

As Assistant Director of the Water Resources Center, Minnesota State University, Mankato, (WRC MSU‐
M), Kimberly Musser has coordinated a wide variety of Minnesota River Basin (MRB) centered projects. 
She has served as project manager for the State of the Minnesota River Water Quality Monitoring 
Reports, Minnesota River Basin Trends Report, Minnesota River Experts: An Educational Field Trip Online 
Minnesota River Basin Data Center website update and expansion, Le Sueur River Civic Engagement 
Project, MPCA Nutrient Communication Tool, and assisted with the Minnesota River Blueway 
Nomination among others. These projects have all centered on summarizing data and providing 
information about the Minnesota River and its tributaries.  

Kimberly brings over a decade of project management experience to the project. Additionally, she has 
developed and taught over a dozen courses MSU‐M in the Geography and Urban and Regional Planning 
departments. She holds a Master’s degree in Community and Regional Planning from the University of 
Oregon and an undergraduate degree in Geography from the University of California at Berkeley.  

Water Resources Center, Minnesota State University, Mankato (WRC, MSU‐M) 
In 1987 the WRC was created to serve as a regional center for gathering, interpreting, and distributing 
data of environmental significance. Since then we have housed three major Minnesota River projects 
are housed at the WRC. The Minnesota River Basin Data Center (http://mrbdc.mnsu.edu), originally 
funded by LCMR (LCCMR) in 1997, and serves as the Minnesota River Basin’s data clearinghouse for 
information on environment, economy and communities in the region. The Minnesota River Board 
(http://www.minnesotariver.org) is based out of the WRC and works closely with the joint powers board 
to build partnerships and support efforts to improve and protect water quality in the Minnesota River 
Basin. The citizen‐based Minnesota River Watershed Alliance (http://watershedalliance.blogspot.com/), 
a coalition that connects a diverse selection of citizens, nonprofit organizations and government 
agencies, providing information about water quality related issues and efforts. 

Faculty and students accomplish these tasks through applied research, educational programming, 
technical assistance, and water resource planning. In addition, we have GIS staff with the capacity to 
create sophisticated GIS analysis and maps and 3‐dimensional landscape visualization. Using the latest 
data, the WRC helps citizens within the Minnesota River Basin enhance the quality of regional lakes, 
rivers, wetlands, and groundwater.  

Since its beginning, the WRC has participated in over 100 research, educational, and planning projects 
involving partnerships with dozens of public and private organizations.  These projects range from 
groundwater, lake assessment, and TMDL studies to water quality workshops to development of 
watershed‐based plans for surface water quality protection. Our stability since 1987 stands as a 
testament to the objective and quality products we produce. Long‐term partnerships with counties, 
nonprofit organizations, and state agencies have resulted in many important and far‐reaching land and 
water resource initiatives. We have a dedicated staff and look forward to enhancing the public’s 
connection with the Minnesota River. 
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