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Making a Splash in Water Resources Education

Category: C. Environmental Education

160,000

0

3 Years, July 2014 - June 2017

Improve our students’ appreciation for and understanding of Minnesota’s water resources, and inspire their 
interest in pursuing science toward a potential career in natural resources.

Jeffrey

U of MN

2660 Fawn Lake Dr NE

East Bethel MN 55005

(763) 434-5131

jcorney@umn.edu

www.cbs.umn.edu/cedarcreek

Metro

Anoka, Chisago, Hennepin, Isanti, Ramsey, Washington

Minneapolis and St. Paul
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_____ Funding Priorities   _____ Multiple Benefits   _____ Outcomes   _____ Knowledge 
Base  

_____ Extent of Impact   _____ Innovation   _____ Scientific/Tech Basis   _____ Urgency    
 
_____ Capacity  Readiness   _____ Leverage   _____ Employment   _______ TOTAL     
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PROJECT TITLE:  Making a Splash in Water Resources Education

BUDGET ITEM

Personnel: 
Lead Project Instructor & Coordinator from Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve for Workshops 

and Field Trips @ 20% FTE salary for 3 years w/ 36.8% fringe for one (1) position.

Site Instructor from St. Anthony Falls Laboratory for Workshops and Field Trips @ 4% FTE salary for 

3 years w/ 33.6% fringe for one (1) position.
Field Instructors for Workshops and Field Trips @ 25% FTE salary for 3 years w/ 36.8% fringe for two 

(2) new positions.
Contracts:
District school bus service to transport students to project field sites (Cedar Creek & Minnehaha 

Creek) for 60 field trips @ $400 per trip.
Equipment/Tools/Supplies:
Instructional supplies (e.g. field investigation kits, curriculum material, mobile stream table 

consumables, etc.)
Travel:
In‐state travel by UMN staff between Twin Cities field sites and Cedar Creek, approximately 30 trips 

averaging 75‐miles RT @ $0.565/mile.
Additional Budget Items:
Scholarship award for 30 teachers for project participation @ $500 each.

TOTAL ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND $ REQUEST =

SOURCE OF FUNDS AMOUNT Status

In‐kind Services During Project Period:

UMN faculty co‐instruction during professional development workshops @ 3% FTE. 12,000$            Secured
UMN project administrative oversight and evaluation @ 2% FTE. 8,000$               Secured
Funding History:
National Science Foundation; 2007‐2012 for “Schoolyard LTER” K‐12 programs.  144,000$         
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; 2009‐2011 for K‐12 environmental education program.  68,000$           

V. OTHER FUNDS

160,000$                                     

35,000$                                       

67,000$                                       

9,000$                                         

1,000$                                         

15,000$                                       

9,000$                                         

2014 Detailed Project Budget

IV. TOTAL ENRTF REQUEST BUDGET 3  years
AMOUNT

24,000$                                       
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PROJECT TITLE:  Making a Splash in Water Resources Education 

 
PROJECT MANAGER QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Jeffrey Corney, PhD, serves as managing director of the University of Minnesota’s Cedar Creek 
Ecosystem Science Reserve (CCESR), where he oversees operations of the 5,400-acre long-term 
ecological research (LTER) field station, and serves as adjunct professor in the College of Biological 
Sciences.  Corney will serve as Project Director, providing administrative oversight, including managing 
the budget and personnel.  Corney will also serve as lead instructor for the teacher professional 
development workshops.  Corney’s primary area of study focuses on the human dimension of natural 
resource management, particularly how to best inform and educate the public about challenging 
environmental and sustainability issues.  Corney has served as a professional educator for 25 years and as 
an academic administrator for the past 10 years; key among his duties has been developing and 
implementing science-based education and outreach programs for both K-12 and community audiences.  
Corney has served as project director for a number of grant funded environmental education projects. 
 
 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve (www.cbs.umn.edu/cedarcreek)   
The University of Minnesota’s Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve (CCESR) is an internationally 
renowned ecological research and education facility, located 35 miles north of the Twin Cities, featuring 
5,400 acres of land that encompasses a beautiful and diverse mosaic of prairie, savanna, wetlands, open 
water, and forests.  Since its establishment in 1942, the people of Cedar Creek have been dedicated to 
understanding our planet’s ecosystems and how they are changing under human pressures.  Since 1982, 
Cedar Creek has been designated as one of NSF’s Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) sites.  The 
overarching goal of research at Cedar Creek is to use the interplay of long-term experimental platforms, 
long-term observations, and theory to gain a mechanistic and predictive understanding of the dynamics 
and functioning of our ecosystems, and how they are impacted by human-driven environmental changes. 
 
St. Anthony Falls Laboratory (www.safl.umn.edu) 
Located on Hennepin Island in the Mississippi River in the heart of Minneapolis, St. Anthony Falls 
Laboratory (SAFL) serves as a resource for departments across the Twin Cities campus and statewide 
University system. But our connections and collaborations reach far beyond Minnesota, across the 
country and all over the world. We partner with local, state and federal agencies; private consulting firms; 
engineering companies; technical associations; and other educational institutions to expand knowledge in 
the field and solve complex engineering problems.  Since 2002, the laboratory has been the headquarters 
and administrative home of the National Center for Earth-surface Dynamics (NCED), a National Science 
Foundation-sponsored Science and Technology Center. SAFL is also home to the Eolos Wind Energy 
Research Consortium, funded by the U.S. Department of Energy. 
 
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (www.minnehahacreek.org) 
The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) is the local unit of government responsible for 
managing and protecting the water resources of the Minnehaha Creek Watershed in parts of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and its western suburbs.  The MCWD is responsible for 181 square miles that drain into the 
Minnehaha Creek and ultimately the Mississippi River. The watershed includes Minnehaha Creek, Lake 
Minnetonka, the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes, and Minnehaha Falls.  There are eight major creeks, 129 
lakes, and thousands of wetlands within the MCWD. The MCWD also includes all or part of 27 cities and 
two townships in Hennepin and Carver counties.  The MCWD uses scientific research and monitoring, 
public education, grant programs, permitting, and collaborative initiatives with local governments, 
agencies, and residents, to protect the region’s lakes, rivers, and streams.  Protecting and managing these 
resources is important for recreation, fish and wildlife, the environment, and property values. 
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