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Restoring Minnesota's Fish and Wildlife Habitat Corridors Phase 3
Habitat Conservation Partnership

2K:Prairie Management - MN DNR - Scientific and Natural Areas Program

Project Manager: Jason Garms Fund: Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Affiliation: MN DNR - Scientific and Natural Areas Program Fund
Address: 500 Lafayette Rd

St. Paul, MN 55155 Legal Citation: ML 2005 First Special Section, Ch.

Phone: 651-259-5130 1, Art. 2, Sec. 11 Subd. 5a
Fax: 651-259-5130
E-mail: jason.garms@dnr.state.mn.us

Total Biennial Project Budget

Result Environmental Environmental Environmental Other Funds Other Funds
Trust Allocation Trust Funds Spent Trust Balance Proposed Spent
Restoration $133,000.00 $132,999.87 $0.13 $15,000.00 $0.00
Total $133,000.00 $132,999.87 $0.13 $15,000.00 $0.00

Work Program Summary

Overall Project Outcome and Results

This project tackled a long-standing “backlog” of prairie management needs on public and private lands. This effort focused
primarily on woody removal and prescribed burning, although some restoration and other prairie management projects were
implemented as well. Accelerated prairie management crews and contracts supplemented current levels of effort in priority prairie
areas. We did not secure other funds for this proejct.

« Woody encroachment — ($90,000/up to 3,600 acres of surrounding grassland

benefited). A significant amount of woody encroachment has occurred on native

prairie tracts over the past 50 years and is accelerating. Cutting scattered trees,

fencerows, or small groves in prairies and grasslands can improve substantial

areas of habitat. For example, removing trees along a 1/4 mile long fencerow (~1/2-acre of trees) can benefit up to 60 acres of
habitat for grassland nesting birds.

« Prescribed burning — ($43,000/1,000 acres burned) The importance of fire for
keeping prairies healthy is widely recognized. However, a limited spring and fall
burn season makes it impossible to accomplish prescribed burning needs given
current resources. This activity builds on the success of a 2001 LCMR funded
accelerated prairie burning project.

Project Results Use and Dissemination
Woody Encroachment

Ulen 29 Prairie Bank — Section 29, T142N-R44W, Clay County — Mechanical removed Siberian EIm from native prairie, exotic
species control on adjacent CRP, 78 acres.

Olson Prairie — Section 7, T104N-R36W, Jackson County — cut scattered brush and invading woody species from 60 acres.

Kleven Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA - Section 33, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Removed approx. 100 Siberian elm,
buckthorn, and cedar trees/shrubs encroaching on 36 acres of Dry Hill Prairie habitat.

Hay Meadow Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 33, T120N-R43W, Swift County — Removed approximately 63 trees/shrubs
benefiting 20 acres.
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Hastad WPA, Morris Wetland Management District — Section 5, T119N-R43W, Lac qui Parle County. Removed
approximately 107 trees/shrubs benefiting 320 acres.

Sandbo Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 35 & 36, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Removed approximately 190
trees/shrubs benefiting 50 acres.

Thomas Prairie Bank Tract, Private Land — Section 25, T119N-R43W, Lac qui Parle County. Removed 635 trees/shrubs
benefiting 80 acres.

Thorstenson Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 20, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Removed approximately 110
trees/shrubs benefiting 60 acres.

Terpstra Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 24, T119N-R43W, Lac qui Parle County. Removed approximately 50
trees/shrubs benefiting 80 acres.

Haugen Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 19, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Removed approximately 50 trees/shrubs
benefiting 80 acres.

Anderson Tract, Lac qui Parle State Game Refuge, Chippewa County — ASV machine with shear attachment removed
approximately 200 trees (Siberian elm, Russian olive, buckthorn, cottonwood) from 3 prairie restoration sites totaling 50 acres in
size.

Rieppel Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — approx. 75 scattered trees & shrubs (European buckthorn, Russian Olive, cottonwood,
box elder) were removed from 466 acres of mesic prairie.

Crosby Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — 240 scattered trees (red cedar, buckthorn, Russian olive) were removed from an 80-acre
tract of mesic/hill prairie.

Sleeping Bison Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — 80 scattered trees (buckthorn, Siberian elm, red cedar, Russian olive) were
removed from 378 acres of mesic prairie.

Fulda WMA, Nobles County — scattered trees cut and treated

Lone Tree WMA, Nobles County — scattered trees cut and treated

Prescribed Burning

Petersburg 33 Prairie Bank — Section 33, T101-R34W, Jackson County. Firebreak installed and prescribed burn completed on
22 acres.

Christiania 31-2 Prairie Bank — Section 33, T104-R35W, Jackson County. Firebreak installed and prescribed burn completed
on 33 acres.

Shelstad Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 22, T119N-R43W, Lac qui Parle County. Burned 103 acres of native prairie and
47 acres of native grassland restorations. 150 acres total.

Hantho 25 Prairie Bank - Section 25, T119N-R43W, Lac qui Parle County. Burned 80 acres of native prairie

Moseng Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 35, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Mesic Prairie Burn Site — 11 acres.

Olson Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 12, T118N-R42W, Chippewa County. Native grass restoration burn site — 4 acres.

Aamot Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 6, T118N-R41W, Chippewa County. Native grass restoration burn site — 11 acres.

Kleven Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA — Section 33, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Hill Prairie & native grass restoration burn
sites — 36 acres total.

HQ Burn #1, Lac qui Parle WMA, Section 2, T118N-R42W, Chippewa County. Hill Prairie & native grass restoration — 33
acres.

Engebretson Tract, Lac qui Parle WMA, Section 29, T119N-R42W, Chippewa County. Mesic prairie burn site — 317 acres.

Great Bend 29 Prairie Bank, Cottonwood County, 116 acres burned

Chrisitiana 31-1 Prairie Bank, Jackson County, 30 acres burned

Petersburg 26 Prairie Bank, Jackson County, 45 acres burned

Prairie Restoration
Glacial Lake State Park - Tucker Prairie — Section 24, T124N-R39W, Pope County — large project involving removal of invading

woody species, site prep and smooth brome elimination, and harvest and seeding of native prairie species from on-site. Total
project area = 185 acres.
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Mickelson Prairie Bank — Section 27, T105-R36W, Cottonwood County — Interseeding of area previously disturbed by heavy
grazing, collecting and broadcasting seeds from on-site for 5 acres.

Eagle Lake 36 Prairie — Section 36, T131-R40W, Ottertail County — prairie restoration work including site preparation and seed
collection for a 100 acre site.
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Restoration Activities

Project Name:
Project Area:

Activity:
Landtype:
Description:

Tucker Prairie
3 - Border Prairie
Township: 124, Range: 39, Section: 24

Grassland Restoration

Public - SNA

Tucker prairie lies in the south central area of Glacial Lakes State Park and is bounded by a 300
acre wetland complex, remnant native prairie, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lands. Project
included removal of all invading woody species, removal of smooth brome, and reseeding with high
diversity local seed.

Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 185.00 0.00

Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $31,640.00 185.00 0.00
Tucker Prairie Total $31,640.00 185.00 0.00

Project Name:
Project Area:

Ulen 29 Prairie Bank
3 - Border Prairie
Township: 142, Range: 44, Section: 29

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Lake
Description: Mechanical removal of invasive Siberian EIm from Prairie Bank. Exotic species control on CRP
adjacent to the Prairie Bank easement.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 78.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,800.00 33.24 0.00
ETF Restoration $3,769.00 44.75 0.00
Ulen 29 Prairie Bank Total $6,569.00 77.99 0.00
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Project Name:
Tract:
Project Area:

Hantho 25 Prairie
Thomas family

6 - Upper Minnesota River
Township: 119, Range: 43, Section: 25

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Burned 80 acres of remnant native prairie on private land. Adjacant to the Lac Qui Parle WMA.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 80.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,109.00 80.00 0.00
Hantho 25 Prairie Total $2,109.00 80.00 0.00
Project Name: Hantho 25 Prairie Bank
Tract: West unit
Project Area: 6 - Upper Minnesota River
Township: 119, Range: 43, Section: 25
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Removed 635 trees/shrubs.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 80.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9°yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $993.20 80.00 0.00
Hantho 25 Prairie Bank Total $993.20 80.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Project Area:

Hastad WPA
6 - Upper Minnesota River

Township: 119, Range: 43, Section: 5

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Public - WPA
Description: Removed approximately 107 trees/shrubs.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 320.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $3,150.80 320.00 0.00
Hastad WPA Total $3,150.80 320.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Tract:
Project Area:

Lac Qui Parle WMA
Shelstad

6 - Upper Minnesota River

Township: 119, Range: 43, Section: 22

Activity: Grassland Enhancement
Landtype: Public - WMA
Description: Burned 103 acres of native prairie and 47 acres of native grassland restorations.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 150.00 0.00
Funding T Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
u 9 lype 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,643.00 150.00 0.00
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Public - WMA
Description: Removed approximately 63 trees/shrubs.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 20.00 0.00
Funding T Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
unding Type 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $454.19 20.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $723.50 50.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $813.38 60.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $993.20 80.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $546.52 11.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $402.03 4.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $546.16 11.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $1,060.91 36.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $999.15 33.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $6,846.70 317.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $1,668.00 36.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $993.20 80.00 0.00
Lac Qui Parle WMA Total $18,689.94 888.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Tract:
Project Area:

Activity:
Landtype:
Description:

Lac Qui Parle WMA woody encroachment removal
Sleeping Bison

6 - Upper Minnesota River

Township: 120, Range: 43, Section: 18

Grassland Restoration
Public - WMA

Approx. 75 scattered trees & shrubs (European buckthorn, Russian Olive, cottonwood, box elder)

were removed from 466 acres of mesic prairie.

Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 378.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,726.04 378.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $576.94 80.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $3,360.37 466.00 0.00
ETF Restoration $4,999.00 50.00 0.00
Lac Qui Parle WMA woody encroachment remov $11,662.35 974.00 0.00
Project Name: Christiania 31-1
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 104, Range: 35, Section: 31
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Mowed firebreaks and completed a prescribed burn.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 30.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9°7yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,956.10 30.00 0.00
Christiania 31-1 Total $2,956.10 30.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Project Area:

Christiania 31-2
9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 104, Range: 35, Section: 31

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Firebreak installed and prescribed burn completed.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 33.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $2,145.00 33.00 0.00
Christiania 31-2 Total $2,145.00 33.00 0.00
Project Name: Eagle Lake
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 0, Range: 0, Section: 0
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Prairie reconstruction work including site preparation and seed collection for a 100 acres.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 100.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9°yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $8,314.00 100.00 0.00
Eagle Lake Total $8,314.00 100.00 0.00
Project Name: Fulda WMA woody encroachment removal
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 104, Range: 40, Section: 2
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Public - WMA
Description: Scattered trees cut and treated with Garlon
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 80.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9 1yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $179.00 80.00 0.00
Fulda WMA woody encroachment removal Total $179.00 80.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Tract:
Project Area:

Great Bend 29-1

1

9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 105, Range: 36, Section: 29

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Mowed breaks and completed prescribed burn
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 116.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $11,422.74 116.00 0.00
Great Bend 29-1 Total $11,422.74 116.00 0.00
Project Name: Lone Tree WMA woody encroachment removal
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 104, Range: 40, Section: 22
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Public - WMA
Description: Scattered trees cut and treated with Garlon (46 trees)
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 80.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
97yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $1,372.00 80.00 0.00
Lone Tree WMA woody encroachment removal T $1,372.00 80.00 0.00

Project Name:
Project Area:

Mickelson Prairie Bank
9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 105, Range: 36, Section: 7

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Lake
Description: Interseeding areas of prairie previously disturbed by heavy grazing. Seeds collected from on-site.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 5.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
91vp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $1,000.00 5.00 0.00
Mickelson Prairie Bank Total $1,000.00 5.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Project Area:

Activity:
Landtype:
Description:

Olson Prairie
9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 104, Range: 36, Section: 7

Grassland Restoration
Private - Lake

Mechanical and hand cutting of invasive woody species from native and restored prairie (all lands

under perpetual easement).

Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 0.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $6,415.00 0.00 0.00
Olson Prairie Total $6,415.00 0.00 0.00
Project Name: Petersberg 33
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 101, Range: 34, Section: 33
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Firebreaks mowed and prescribed burn completed.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 22.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9°7yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $1,430.00 22.00 0.00
Petersberg 33 Total $1,430.00 22.00 0.00
Project Name: Petersburg 26
Project Area: 9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 101, Range: 34, Section: 26
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Land
Description: Mowed breaks and completed prescribed burn
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 45.00 0.00
. . Prorated
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $4,434.16 45.00 0.00
Petersburg 26 Total $4,434.16 45.00 0.00
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Project Name:
Project Area:

Storden 28 Prairie Bank
9 - Des Moines River Valley
Township: 107, Range: 37, Section: 28

Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Lake
Description: Woody encroachment removal from 50 acre Prairie Bank easement.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 50.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
g Typ 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $7,500.00 50.00 0.00
Storden 28 Prairie Bank Total $7,500.00 50.00 0.00
Project Name: Angell Prairie
Project Area: 10 - Southern Lakes
Township: 111, Range: 19, Section: 1
Activity: Grassland Restoration
Landtype: Private - Lake
Description: Woody encroachment removal from native prairie tract.
Acres Shoreline
Non Prorated Totals 10.00 0.00
Funding Type Funds Use Funding Amount Prorated Acres Prorated
9yp 9 Shoreline Feet
ETF Restoration $5,000.00 10.00 0.00
Angell Prairie Total $5,000.00 10.00 0.00

Restoration Project Totals (By Funding Type)

Funding Type

Funding Amount

Prorated Acres

Shoreline Feet

ETF:

$126,982.29

3,175.99

0.00

Total:

$126,982.29

3,175.99

0.00

Work Program Expenditures (Not Attributable to Specific Projects)

FundingType

Category

Amount

Description
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ETF Personnel $1,788.18 These expenses were for project costs that could not be
Expenditures attributed to a specific project. Example expenses would be

staff time spent on contract negotiation/coordination, project
data collection and management, or equipment maintenance.
All of these expenses supported the overall project outcomes

ETF Equipment Costs $1,493.77 Project related vehicle/Fleet costs, Windom

ETF Supplies and Misc $2,735.63 fencing supplies, Zillmer, seed cleaning equip

Total: $6,017.58

Work Program Expenditures (Not Attributable to Specific Projects) By Funding Type

Funding Type Amount

ETF $6,017.58

Total $6,017.58

Work Program Expenditures Breakdown

Not Attributable to
Funding Type: Restoration Projects Specific Projects Total
ETF $126,982.29 $6,017.58 $132,999.87
Total $126,982.29 $6,017.58 $132,999.87
Funding Type Definitions
ETF: Grant dollars provided through the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund

Non-state, non-state leveraged dollars (if partner funds are leveraging State Funds (e.g. RIM) they are

Other Funds: not eligible to be considered Other Funds)

State Funds: State Funds expended on HCP projects (not eligible for use as Other Funds commitment)

Partner's State
Leveraged Funds:

Non State Funds that have leveraged State Funds as part of an HCP project (not eligible for use as
Other Funds commitment)

Other: Any other expenditures (e.g. grant income funds)
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Proposal Title: Habitat Corridors Phase Il - Prairie Management backlog (2k)

Project Manager Name: Jason Garms

LCMR Requested Dollars: $133,000
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2005 LCMR Proposal Budget

Result 1 Budget:

Result 1 Budget:

Result 1 Budget:

Habitat restoration and

Habitat restoration and

Habitat restoration and

management management management
BUDGET ITEM TOTAL FOR BUDGET TOTAL SPENT FOR TOTAL BALANCE FOR
ITEM BUDGET ITEM BUDGET ITEM

PERSONNEL: Staff expenses, wages, salaries $75,000.00 $75,000.00 $0.00
— DNR seasonal crews, technician or specialist
(~1500 hrs/yr total, 0.7 FTE)
Contracts $0.00

Project contracts - w/ multiple vendors for $36,500.00 $36,500.00 $0.00

prescribed burning, restoration, herbicide
Repairs $1,500.00 $1,499.87 $0.13
Vehicles - Project related DNR Fleet/vehicle $11,000.00 $11,000.00 $0.00
costs
Supplies - project materials, herbicide, fuel, $9,000.00 $9,000.00 $0.00
personal safety equipment, etc.
COLUMN TOTAL $133,000.00 $132,999.87 $0.13
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Conserva tion
Partmglrsh: Y

1 - Aspen Parklands
2 - Mississippi Headwaters
3 - Border Prairie

4 - Central Lakes

5 - Lower St. Louis River

6 - Upper Minnesota River
7 - Alexandria Moraine

8 - Big Woods North

9 - Des Moines River Valley
10 - Southern Lakes

11 - Mississippi Bluff Lands

Restorations

B Easements

B Acquisitions






