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Authorization and Availability

M.S.116P.08 TRUST FUND EXPENDITURES.
Subd. 4. Legislative recommendations.
d) The commission may recommend the establishment of an annual emerging issues account in its annual
legislative bill for funding emerging issues, which come up unexpectedly, but which still adhere to the
commission's strategic plan, to be approved by the governor after initiation and recommendation by the
commission.

If the commission recommends that funds be put in the Emerging Issues Account, funds will be recommended for
the same standard duration as other recommended funds. Funds appropriated to the Emerging Issues Account
through the legislative process will be available starting July 1, unless otherwise specified in the appropriation.

Emerging Issues Account Criteria and Eligibility
The Emerging Issues Account is for efforts that address an unexpected and urgent need in an expedited manner
and that cannot be accommodated through the standard funding cycle. Proposed efforts must:

1. Be consistent with the constitutional purpose of the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
(ENRTF) and the commission’s strategic plan.
Address an issue that came up unexpectedly.
Implement a solution where delay and following the standard LCCMR funding cycle would have significant
detrimental impact on the environment or natural resources before the next legislative session.
4. Be ready to be implemented as soon as funds are available.
Requests received will be evaluated based on these criteria in addition to the LCCMR’s standard evaluation and
selection criteria.

The following efforts are not eligible for funding from the Emerging Issues Account, except in extraordinary
circumstances where it can be demonstrated how funding is necessary to avoid imminent damage to or loss of an
opportunity to protect the environment or natural resources in a timely fashion:

e lLand acquisition

e (Capital construction

e Research

Requesting Funds

Notification of the availability of the Emerging Issues Account will be posted on the LCCMR website. To be
considered for an LCCMR recommendation for use of the Emerging Issues Account, an Emerging Issues Account
proposal must be submitted to the LCCMR.

Awarding Funds

e The commission will review requests at least semi-annually at posted and open meetings.

e Request materials will be distributed to the full commission for evaluation according to the Emerging Issues
Account criteria. Members will submit to staff their evaluation that includes their interest in receiving a
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https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/documents/strategic_plan/lccmr_strategic_plan.pdf

presentation from the applicant. If a simple majority of members indicate interest in receiving a presentation,
with at least 8 total responses received, the applicant will be invited to present to the commission at the next
appropriate LCCMR meeting.

Following presentation(s) at that LCCMR meeting, all requests received will be voted upon by the full
commission.

For a request to be approved, a quorum of the commission must be present and at least 60% of those
members present must vote in favor of approval.

If a request is approved by the LCCMR, it will be sent to the governor for consideration per M.S. 116P.08,
Subd. 4.

If the governor approves the request, the project can begin incurring costs following LCCMR approval of the
work plan per M.S. 116P.05 Subd. 2 (b).

If the funds are not spent for an unexpected and urgent need before the start of the legislative session prior
to the Emerging Issues Account appropriation expiration, the Emerging Issues Account funds will return to the
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund.
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