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Potential Updated List of Prohibited Expenses (Preliminary Subcommittee Approval, 9/23/2026) 

Prohibited expenses are expenses that the commission has determined cannot be paid for using appropriated 
dollars from the ENRTF and will not be approved in a work plan budget. No exceptions are allowed for prohibited 
expenses. 

Expense Current Status 

Board of directors’ or officers’ salaries Prohibited Expense 

Employee workplace parking Prohibited Expense 

Merit awards and bonuses Prohibited Expense 

Tuition for out-of-state graduate students  

Entertainment, including artistic or cultural performances Prohibited Expense 

Office or storage rental fees  Generally Ineligible Expense 

Decorations Prohibited Expense 

Gifts or prizes Prohibited Expense 

Purchase of art  

Purchase of a car, van, or truck  

Purchase of communication devices, such as pagers, cell phones, or smart 
phones 

Generally Ineligible Expense 

Purchase of or subscriptions to publications and periodicals Prohibited Expense 

Subscriptions to AI services Generally Ineligible Expense 

Subscriptions for office software Generally Ineligible Expense 

Attendance at an out-of-state conference without presentation of project 
results 

Generally Ineligible Expense 

International travel, including any costs to attend an international conference Prohibited Expense 

Transportation and travel expenses, such as lodging, meals, and mileage, for 
employees of other organizations or agencies to conduct project work or 
participate in project meetings 

Generally Ineligible Expense 

Bad debts Prohibited Expense 

Business and income taxes Prohibited Expense 

Cost of contributions or donations, including of cash, property, or services from 
recipient to other entities 

 

Finance charges Prohibited Expense 

Fundraising Prohibited Expense 

Interest Prohibited Expense 

Investment or management fees Prohibited Expense 

Late payment fees Prohibited Expense 

Loans to persons or entities for development Prohibited Expense 

Lobbying or lobbyists Prohibited Expense 

Memberships dues in a business, technical, or professional organization or 
society 

Prohibited Expense 
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Expense Current Status 

Organization advertising and marketing expenses Prohibited Expense 

Payments provided as an incentive to complete surveys or participate in project 
events 

Generally Ineligible Expense 

Political contributions Prohibited Expense 

Profit margins for for-profit funded organizations  

 


