
Emerging Issues 2025 Round 2: Presentation Selection Results as of 12/5/25
Proposal Information Fund Information Member Evaluation Staff Evaluation

EIA Evaluation Criteria

Non-EIA 
Evaluation 

Criteria

Line 
# Project Title Organization

Project 
Manager Name

Amount 
Requested 

(Rounded to 
Highest 

Thousand)

Proposed 
Funding 
Source

Proposed 
Funding 
Source 

Deadline to 
Spend

Number of 
Members 
Selecting

Select for 
Presentation

? Member Comments

Consistent with 
the 

constitutional 
purpose of the 
ENRTF and the 
commission's 

strategic plan?  

Addresses an 
issue that came 

up 
unexpectedly? 

Implements a 
solution where 

following the 
standard 

LCCMR funding 
cycle or waiting 

for the next 
legislative 

session would 
result in 

detrimental 
impact on the 

environment or 

Ready to 
implement as 
soon as funds 
are available?

LCCMR  
Score

(1 = Lowest to 
4 = Highest) * Staff Comments

5 Cedar Lake AIS Project Cedar Lake Improvement District Larry Vollmar $71,170 ML 2024 6/30/2027 0/13 No Yes No No No 2

6 Water sustainability in the era of 
data centers

U of MN John Nieber $335,867 ML 2025 6/30/2028 9/13 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 3

7 Basin-Wide Evaluation and Fair 
Accounting of Environmental 

Lower Minnesota River Watershed 
Distrcit

Will Lytle $347,180 ML 2025 6/30/2028 2/13 No Yes No No Yes 1

8 Emergency response plan for 
livestock mortality management

U of MN Veluchamy 
Chitraicmay

$371,000 ML 2025 6/30/2028 3/12 No No No No Yes 1 -Proposal appears to be similar to 2026-149 
submitted in response to the ML 2026 RFP. 
The proposal was not recommended. 
-Is the proposed project eligible for funding? 
The EIA requirements state that research 
projects are not eligible for funding except in 
extraordinary circumstances where it can be 
demonstrated how funding is necessary to 
avoid imminent damage to or loss of an 
opportunity to protect the environment or 
natural resources in a timely fashion. 

9 The Minnesota Water Risk Atlas Freshwater Carrie Jennings $399,999 ML 2025 6/30/2028 7/13 Yes Yes Yes Yes Uncertain 3

10 Gap-Filling Weather Radars Pilot Kandiyohi County Ace Bonema $1,250,000 ML 2025 6/30/2028 6/13 No Yes No No Yes 3

11 Total Amount 
Requested

$2,775,216

*Scoring Key 
4 = Strongly Meets Criteria (Strongest): Proposal rates strongly across most criteria and exceeds expectations in key areas.
3 = Consistently Meets Criteria (Above Average): Proposal rates satisfactorily across most criteria and exceeds expectations for some criteria.
2 = Adequately Meets Criteria (Average): Proposal rates adequately across most criteria, meeting the minimum acceptable standards but may be weaker for some criteria.
1 = Insufficiently Meets Criteria (Below Average): Proposal rates lower across most criteria or does not sufficiently address key criteria, showing clear gaps or deficiencies.

LCCMR Evaluation Criteria Score from the LCCMR’s standard evaluation and selection criteria. (see https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/member_info/2025-04 30_lccmr_evaluation_and_selection_criteria.pdf)
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