
February 26, 2019 

Becca Nash, Director 

Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources 

65 State Office Building 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Ms Nash 

225 1st St NE 
Melrose, Minnesota 56352 

Phone 320 • 256 • 4278 
Fax 320 • 256 • 7766 

e-mail: admin@cityofmelrose.com
website: www.cityofmelrose.com

On behalf of the City of Melrose, we would like to express our support and commendation to your 

organization for its efforts to be stewards of the LCCMR mission. Attached to this letter is our 

proposed Phase I of the Sauk River Dam Removal and Rock Arch Rapids Replacement project. We are 

providing you an updated work plan, budget and supporting graphics and resolution to complete 

Phase II. 

We feel this phased approach is the best soultion to the recent about face by the MN DNR relating to 

their suggested Rock Arch Rapids project. In order to receive permitting for this project, the DNR is 

now requiring Melrose to draw down Melrose Lake by up to seven feet. This notice was given to 

the City of Melrose on November 14, 2018. This draw down would eliminate Melrose Lake and 

return the entire lake into a river again. 

The original plan was to construct a rock arch rapids with associated stream restoration 

downstream as well as keeping the water reservoirs at the current levels. As you can see, this is a 

significant change impacting over 100 residential lake front properties. We have created a 

compromise that prepares for the future removal of the Melrose dam after the dam becomes a 

hazard. 

The proposed phased approach includes the eventual removal of the dam but prepares for that by a 

first phase of downstream improvements that help to restore habitat and improve the overall 

ecology to the watershed. Attached is the modified Phase I plan that has been developed. 

"Equal Opportunity Employer" 
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Stearns County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

 
 

Stearns County SWCD  Tel. (320)251-7800 ext. 3 
110 2nd Street South – Suite 128                  Fax. (855) 205-6907 
Waite Park, MN 56387                                      www.StearnsCountySWCD.net 

           

 
February 21, 2019 
 
 
 
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council  
Attn: Mark Johnson, Executive Director 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
State Office Building, Room 95 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
This letter is to update you on the Stearns County SWCD Sauk River Dam Fish Passage 
proposal that was recommended for funding by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
(LSOHC).  Due to design changes and technical recommendations by the DNR and Stearns 
County SWCD, the City of Melrose is no longer willing to remove the existing dam on the Sauk 
River. The City of Melrose did propose a phased plan which would leave the dam in place, but 
the DNR and the Stearns County SWCD did not feel like that would result in habitat benefits or 
follow the original intent of the application submitted and approved by LSOHC. Considering the 
above information, the Stearns County SWCD is withdrawing our request for the $737,000 
OHF recommendation by the LSOHC. 
 
The Stearns County SWCD will continue to work with the City of Melrose to educate and 
encourage dam removal that will improve fish passage and natural resources on the Sauk 
River. If the City of Melrose makes a future determination to move forward with an appropriate 
project, we hope to have an opportunity to pursue dedicated LSOHC financial assistance 
again. 
 
The Stearns County SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff would like to thank you for your 
support of our efforts to protect natural resources in Stearns County.   
 
Feel free to contact our office at 320-251-7800, extension 3, if you have any additional 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Chuck Uphoff 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
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