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February 21, 2019 
 
 
 
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council  
Attn: Mark Johnson, Executive Director 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
State Office Building, Room 95 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
This letter is to update you on the Stearns County SWCD Sauk River Dam Fish Passage 
proposal that was recommended for funding by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
(LSOHC).  Due to design changes and technical recommendations by the DNR and Stearns 
County SWCD, the City of Melrose is no longer willing to remove the existing dam on the Sauk 
River. The City of Melrose did propose a phased plan which would leave the dam in place, but 
the DNR and the Stearns County SWCD did not feel like that would result in habitat benefits or 
follow the original intent of the application submitted and approved by LSOHC. Considering the 
above information, the Stearns County SWCD is withdrawing our request for the $737,000 
OHF recommendation by the LSOHC. 
 
The Stearns County SWCD will continue to work with the City of Melrose to educate and 
encourage dam removal that will improve fish passage and natural resources on the Sauk 
River. If the City of Melrose makes a future determination to move forward with an appropriate 
project, we hope to have an opportunity to pursue dedicated LSOHC financial assistance 
again. 
 
The Stearns County SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff would like to thank you for your 
support of our efforts to protect natural resources in Stearns County.   
 
Feel free to contact our office at 320-251-7800, extension 3, if you have any additional 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Chuck Uphoff 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
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